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July 4th Parade 

Tradition Marches On . . . 
Hello, everyone!  It’s time for the Fourth of July parade again!  (It will actually be on Saturday, 
July the 3rd.)  The format will be about the same as it has been for the last three or four years.  
The parade itself will begin at 9:30 am, with the lining up process at 9 or so.  Since we will be 
unable to use College Avenue , we will move over to So. Adams Street, winding around the 
block on Jessamine.  Once started, the parade route will be almost the same as it has been.  
(Elizabeth to Ryan Place Drive to Bowie to 5th to Robert to 6th to Cantey to Willing and back up 
Elizabeth.)  We might even go in the correct direction this year! 

The Mounted Patrol has been notified, as well as the Fire Department.  Marissa Taccia will lead 
the way again with her beautiful horse.  We plan to again “water down” Daggett Park at the 
conclusion of the parade, which should occur at about 10:45 or so.  The Grand Marshall selec-
tion is still under consideration.   

All who entered floats, cars, motorcycles, or bicycles last year are encouraged to do so again.  
We had a great turnout last year with entries, and if those folks will come back, we will try to 
grow it from there.  Having the Ryan Place Band to lead the way will be a great addition!  I am 
attempting to find a way to get more music and to get a few more horse entries. 

I will need two people to carry the banner again, if anyone is interested.  I could also use two or 
three people along the route to help with pacing of the units and/or walkers.  The parade mark-
ers will go out the middle of the week before the event.  Please come and help us in any way 
you can.  It doesn’t take much time and we have a lot of fun! 

            Ben Broadwater 

            817-921-6042 (home) 

(Due to the resignation of RPIA President Keith Head, Vice Presi-
dent John Kline has been appointed by the RPIA Board to serve as 
President for the remainder of the 2010 term.) 

Since the next newsletter will be the August edition, hold onto this 
one for reference on the 4th of July parade and improvement ini-
tiatives throughout the Ryan Place neighborhood.  We appreciate 
all the volunteers “making things happen” and providing solutions 
to the challenges we face on a day-to-day basis.  We especially 
also want to thank the Sustaining Members who are helping fund 
the improvements as well as to comply with the new City regula-
tions imposed on neighborhood events. 

The July 4th Parade will continue its tradition; be sure not to miss it 
or the Ryan Run.  Any help from volunteers will be greatly appreci-
ated — I know Ben Broadwater would appreciate any help with the 
activities on the 4th as well as clean-up on the 5th.  A special thanks 

(Continued on page 11) 
SEE PAGE 9 

RPIA President’s Letter 



 

 

2010 RPIA Board of Directors 
Officers 

President        John Kline      817-922-0732 
          john.kline90@charter.net 

1st  Vice President       (OPEN) 
 
2nd Vice President      Mariann Taccia    817-921-9976 
          mariannmt@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer        Kevin Prigel     817-924-9924
          kprigel@aol.com 
Parliamentarian        Lana Campbell    
Secretary         Rachel Manning    281-799-9049 
          rachelzertuche@earthlink.net  

Asst. Secretary         Lauren Hable     817-922-8019 

          lauren.hable@yahoo.com 

Street Directors 

5th Avenue        Mary Schroder    817-921-5346 
          mps2745@att.net 

5th Avenue (Alternate)    Sharyn Peterson    817-726-0531 
          shewho824@yahoo.com 

6th Avenue       Cindy Baldridge    817-239-8969 
          cbaldridge_1@charter.net 

6th Avenue (Alternate)    Gary Guess     972-757-9639 
          gguess@e3team.com 

8th/James/Livingston/Stanley  John Belknap      817-927-0355 
          johnbelknap@swbell.net 

8th/James/Livingston/Stanley (Alternate)  (OPEN) 

Alston/Lipscomb/Page Streets  Derek Arneson    817-938-5007 
          derekarneson@hotmail.com 

Alston/Lipscomb/Page Streets (Alternate)  (OPEN) 

College Avenue and Cantey St.  John Filarowicz    817-233-5411 
          floorwax12@sbcglobal.net 

College Avenue/Cantey (Alternate) Brooke Downing    817-734-5312 
          brooke.downing1@gmail.com 

Elizabeth Boulevard      Anita Daniel     817-924-3404 
          ad1508@aol.com 

Elizabeth Boulevard (Alternate)  Joan Kline      817-923-5287 
          joankline@swbell.net 

Ryan Avenue        Murphy Parks     817-927-4682 
          mhp@freese.com 

Ryan Avenue (Alternate)    Rick Tucker     817-927-0197 
          tucker.rick@sbcglobal.net 

Ryan Place Drive       Lin Parham     817-921-4027 
          rap32dds@aol.com 

Ryan Place Drive (Alternate)   Josh Lambert     817-456-9613 
          Josh@BuyFWTX.com 

South Adams Street      Chris Ebert     817-926-2366 
          cwebert@hotmail.com  817-319-2363 

South Adams Street (Alternate)  Marina Castillo    817-926-2243 
          followdamoney@hotmail.com 

Willing Avenue       Mike Lindner     817-924-2485 
          george.lindner@dfps.state.tx.us 

Willing Avenue (Alternate)   (OPEN)   
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RPIA NEWSLETTER  

Advertising Rates 

One issue free when you prepay for a year / 
ten issues.  Prices (per issue) are: 

Full Page: $100           (8.5 x 11 inches) 

Half Page: $65           (8.5 x 5.5 inches) 

1/4 Page: $45           (4.25 x 5.5 inches) 

Business card: $25        (3.5 x 2 inches) 

Announcement: $15       (1.75 x 2 inches)  

Advertising Manager:  Brooke Downing 
brooke.downing1@gmail.com — 817-734-5312 

General Manager:  Olivia Flynn 

rpianewsletter@yahoo.com — 817-927-0075 

NEWSLETTER submission deadline:  

AUGUST NEWSLETTER                                          

Friday, July 23 

 

Fort Worth Police Dept.  817.335.4222 
 (non-emergency)  

NPO 8 on Magnolia   817.871.8885 

Officer Stary     817.871-8885 (office) 

        817.944-1316 (cell) 

Code Compliance    817.269.6225   
      

Important Numbers 

 

The RPIA NEWSLETTER is delivered each month (except January and July) to every 
home in Ryan Place.  The NEWSLETTER is typically hung on your front door handle.  
If you do not receive a NEWSLETTER, please call Olivia Flynn, at 817-927-0075, 
or any RPIA officer or street director so that we may get a copy to you.  The NEWS-
LETTER is also posted online at http://www.historicryanplace.org 

Be informed every day; register with 

Ryan Place Communications 

For Ryan Place e-mails, go to HistoricRyan-
Place.org 

For the Ryan Place Discussion Forum, go to 
HistoricRyanPlace.org/forum/login.asp 

In case you were wondering, a Ryan Place 
Facebook page has been created!  Go to 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?
gid=128874162910 to join. 

A HUGE Thanks!!  to the SPONSORS 
of the  

2010 Ryan Place  

Memorial Day Street Dance: 
Old Neighborhood Grill 

Old Home Supply  
Dr. Randy Parham, D.D.S.  

The Broadwaters 
The Hughes Family, 

the FANTASTIC BAND, 

 

 

 

 

John Rihel, our electrican (817-360-7905) 

and Mariann Taccia, Events Chairman 
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The Ryan Place Centennial Celebration  
Ryan Place to the Aid of the American Red Cross 

by Mariann Taccia 

In 1917, the First World War had been raging across Europe for three years.  The American Red Cross called upon 
U.S. citizens to contribute to the European war relief fund – their needs were monetary donations, supplies, and ban-
dages.  Relatives of those involved in the war fulfilled those needs, knowing that it could be their husband, son, or 

brother marching across battlefields wounded, hungry, and ill-fitted — but for the aid of the Red Cross. 

Fort Worth residents were creative in their contributions to the Red Cross.  Women met weekly in each other’s parlors to make ban-
dages while enjoying a cup of tea.  Benefit bridge parties, tennis matches, and school festivals were common and people of all ages 
saved their pennies and sold items, then donated their winnings and earnings. 

On Friday, June 29, 1917, Mrs. I. C. Chase (1100 Elizabeth Blvd.), as general chairman of the campaign’s fund raising event, made 
sure that nothing was overlooked as she instructed a regiment of City employees who transformed Elizabeth Boulevard into a 
“veritable fairyland” for the Ryan Place Garden Party and Children’s Pageant.  The street was roped off from 8th Avenue to College 
Avenue, and a squad of police officers were on hand to make sure that vehicles did not enter.  Arc lights were brought in to illumi-
nate the “cafes” and “booths” lining the curbs and front lawns that had been constructed by chauffeurs who volunteered their time. 

The cafés were fashioned to depict our Allies’ cuisine.  Mrs. Chase’s French café offered baked beans, stuffed eggs, and roast ham, 
while next door Mrs. W. P. Hardwick served ice cream and soda pop.  Mrs. Frank A. Douglass, who was Senora Villa Carranza for the 
evening, served over 200 dozen tamales with chili and was assisted by Mrs. Will Stripling, Mrs. Edwin Bewley, and Mrs. S. A. Teas 
(1505 E.B.).  Ye Olde English Inne was hosted by Mrs. Amon G. Carter and served meat loaf, salads, and pies.  The Italian café 
served spaghetti and real Italian meat balls prepared by Signora Zuccaro.  Mrs. Howard Peak (1209 E.B.) and her daughter-in-law 
poured gallons of lemonade throughout the hot evening.  Frozen deserts were served in the palm garden on Mrs. John C. Ryan’s 
(1302 E.B.) lawn.  Orders for hamburgers and hot dogs were filled by Mrs. J. D. Collet (1506 E.B.) and on Mrs. John N. Sparks’ lawn 
(1215 E.B.), a smoking garden offered cigars and coffee.  Before or after eating one could go fishing in a pond or Mrs. G. L. Omohun-
dro, the gypsy fortune teller, would tell your fortune if enough silver slid from your palm.  The music for the evening was performed 
by the Armour’s band; balloons, confetti, and carnival novelties were sold by pretty girls walking through the crowds.   

The much anticipated Children’s Pageant began at 6:30 when over 200 youngsters, ranging in ages from two- to ten-years-old, 
dressed in “fanciful costumes,” paraded down the boulevard.  General Pershing and his staff led the way, followed by a brigade of 
Jackies and a miniature aeroplane with a miniature aviator that was a tremendous hit.  The surgeon with his instrument bag was 
followed by the ambulance squad attendants carrying a wounded patient with bandages around his head on a stretcher, and as-
sisted by nurses.  A sea shell float representing “Pearls of the Sea” was filled with a group of beautiful children; boys enjoyed being 
Roosevelt’s Rough Riders.  The Allies—America, Belgium, France, England, and Russia — were represented as well as Betsy Ross, 
War Brides, Minuet Dancers, John Bull, British Tommies, and Scotch Lassies.  The children took their tasks seriously and performed 
to perfection. 

At the end of the evening’s festivities every café and booth was sold out of their fares and parents were proud of their children’s 
performances.  Mrs. Chase stated that, “all the women had been faithful, had worked hard, and felt well repaid by the success of 
the affair.” 

Thousands of Fort Worth residents enjoyed the evening and contributed to the cause of the Red Cross. 

Top left to right:  Tom 
Yarbrough, A. B. Case, and Hal 
Lattimore selecting pies at “Ye 
Olde English Inne;”  Mrs. Amon 
G. Carter and her assistants in 
charge of booth.  Musicians 
from Armour’s Band raiding the 
hamburger stand conducted by 
Mrs. J. D. Collett.   

Bottom, left to right:  ”Pearls of 
the Sea;” top to bottom, Maud 
Sholder, Dallas; Mary McAmis, 
Hilda Sandegard, Charline 
Steele and Frances Steele.   

The ambulance corps:  Dayton 
Case, surgeon, with instrument 
bag; Creighton Guthrie, patient; 
Jane and Beth O’Reilly, twin 
daughters of Major J. J. O’Reilly, 
Red Cross nurses. 
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RPIA President John Kline, having been appointed by the Board 
to complete Keith Head’s term, called the meeting to order at 
7 pm on May 17.  New resident Mary Jane Debenport was 
welcomed to the neighborhood.  Libby Willis, President of the 
League of Neighborhoods, was also a guest. 

City Councilman Joel Burns apologized for the College Avenue 
street repair debacle and commented that the proposed Special 
Events ordinance is still under consideration.   

NPO Joel Stary reported that while the incidence of crime was 
down in April, we usually have an increase in the summer 
months.  Officer Stary noted a disturbing “trend” of neighbors 
witnessing offenses and not calling 9-1-1 and emphasized, “If 
you see something suspicious, CALL 9-1-1!” 

Upcoming events include the July 4th Parade (Ben Broadwater, 
Chairman) and Ryan Run (Gina Roberts, Chairman).   

Mariann Taccia will be 2010 President of CCRP; Brenda White 
will be at the next RPIA meeting with a streetlight update. 

Olivia Flynn reported that a group of neighbors is getting or-
ganized to upgrade Ryan Place Park.  

Speaking for the Streets and Traffic Committee, John Kline 
reported that in addition to our Traffic Calming Initiative, the 
City is committed to a $1.2 million investment in Ryan Place for 
sixteen blocks of street reconstruction through the Water Dept. 

Mariann Taccia announced that the publication of the Ryan 
Place Centennial book has been postponed slightly and photo-
graphs of neighborhood life are still being sought. 

There were 38 people in attendance at the meeting which ad-
journed at 8:10 pm. 

RPIA Meeting Notes 
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Your neighborhood needs YOU!  Your contribution of $35 or more will help fund improvements in Ryan Place in 2010.  We also need 
your participation — pitching in to help with our events and projects as well as attending and having a good time.  In 2009, almost 
150 of the (approximately) 850 residences in Ryan Place were Sustaining Members.  Send in your check to RPIA today and let’s see 
what we can do together.   

If every household in Ryan Place contributed at the minimum level of $35., we would collect over $28,000 for the Ryan Place treasury!  
Please mail your form and contribution in TODAY!  If the Internet is more convenient, use PayPal at http://
www.historicryanplace.org/RPIASustaining.html   

Become a 2010 Sustaining Member of RPIA 

 

Name___________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone____________________ E-Mail_________________________________ 

 

Amount__________ 

Please contact me to help with (circle any / all): 

Parties     Outdoor projects      Events      Other____________ 

Mail to:  RPIA  
P.O. Box 11122 
Fort Worth, TX 
76110 

Ryan Place  
beautification, events, and 

monthly NEWSLETTERS are only 
possible through contribu-
tions.  You are invited to be-
come a Sustaining Member of 
RPIA.  We offer three levels of                            

Neighbor 

$35—$74 annual contribution 

Friend 

$75—$150 annual contribution 

Patron 

$151 + annual contribution 

(Names in bold print have 
contributed since the last 
NEWSLETTER.) 
 
PATRON 

 

Chris and Shannon Canard 
David deVlaming 
Tommy and Susan Drake 
John and Jennifer Grimes  
Keith and Connie Head 
Kathy and Francisco Hernandez 
Ross and Carol King 
Joan Kline  
John and Leanne Kline 
Benjamin and Lori Loughry 
Jim and Kitty Loveless 
Cindy and Javier Lucio 
Frank and a Tracy Papa 
Lin and Randy Parham 
Zoe and Glen Pierce 
Patricia and Glenn Polenz 
Kevin and Allisen Prigel 
Chris and Cathy Rogers 
Ted and Dana Settle 
Mariann and Robert Taccia 
Sheila and Bill Uhr 
 
FRIEND 

 

David and Sandra Barton 
Sian and Larry Borne 
Bart and Nancy Bradford 
Leighton Clark and Teresa 
 Godbey 
Linda Clark 
Bill and Lucy Conley 

Alberta and Joe Cox 
Anita Daniel 
Wayne and Donna Darner 
Rainey and Randy Dukes 
Chris and Mary Beth Ebert 
Michael and Olivia Flynn 
David and Stevenie Frye 
Alexis Gazak 
Joe and Anne Gilbert 
Bob and Diane Grissom 
Blake Hardy and Ellen Warthoe 
A.J. and J.R. Hart 
Mike and Nancy Hollier 
Jasmine Luna 
Epiphany Media 
Kim McLaughlin 
Lou and Barbara Lucignani 
D. Michael Lynn 
Jason and Rachel Manning 
Kim McLaughlin 
Kurt Nielsen 
Mary Orzel 
Raul and Lisa Pena 
Jim and Janell Redding 
Peter and Mary Schroder 
Bob and Leslie Schultz 
Charles and Pamella Tynan 
Ross and Julie Vitek 
Ellen Warthoe and Blake Hardy 
Evelyn and Elzie Wilson 
 
NEIGHBOR 

 

Derek Arneson 
Mack and Cindy Baldridge 
J. Becker 
Stephanie Books and Bart 
Miller 

Merle and Sandra Boren 
Yates and Jane’t Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cox 
Taylor and Marilyn Crouch 
Eddie Dunn, Jr. 
Lisa Erickson and Kevin Smant 
Luis and Angela Estrada 
John and Sara Filarowicz  
Paul and Sherry Frantz 
Steve and Melissa Fruscella 
Paul and Holly Garrett 
John-David and Naomi Ge
 lineau 
Michael and Courtney Gilson 
Ann Grove 
Gary and Stasia Guess 
Paul and Lauren Hable 
Christopher Handy 
Kathryn and Erik Hansen 
Paul and Minnie Harding 
Victoria Harville 
Jeff and Pam Hayes 
Lorraine Higgins 
Catherine Hill 
Linda and Roland Hill 
Pam and Garry Hill 
Theodore and Paloma Homan 
Allan Ray Huffaker 
Ron and Debra Hughes 
James and Anita Hunt 
John and Kay Ivey 
Norma Kleiber and Paula 
Slease 
David and Diane Klein 
Megan Koval 
Harva Kuykendall 
Ronald and Margaret Livesay 
 

Mike Lindner 
Joan Loicano 
Kendra McCown 
Diane McCusker 
Jerry and Becky Moody 
Jim and Diane Newsom 
Mary Orzel 
Murphy and Amanda Parks 
Wendy Ragle 
Francois and Robin Richard 
Cheryl and Dave Richardson 
Mary Richardson 
Brian and Katherine Ridenour 
Patricia and Javier Rodriquez 
Tony and Betty Ruiz 
Babara Sims 
Julia Stephan 
Howard and Karen Stone 
Rita Thomas 
J Carter Matheney Tiernan 
Bob and Laurie Trimble 
David and Angela Tuttle 
James and Margie Upshaw 
Bill and Rosanne Vaughan 
Miguel and Marilyn Vivar 
Beverly Watkins 
Stan and Nina Watson 
Susan and Leo Zappa 
 
 
 

(ROOM FOR MORE!!) 

2010 Sustaining Members 



 

 

 three levels of                            
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The band marches on . . .The band marches on . . .The band marches on . . .The band marches on . . .    

Get in on rehearsals now for a performance in the July 4th 
Ryan Place Parade.  We are currently learning a few new 
marches after our successful holiday performances this past 
December.  We need all instruments from percussion to clari-
net to baritone.  Give me a call or e-mail to learn more!  

David Tuttle 817-917-0436 or david@tuttlecommercial.com 

Congratulations to all the high school and college gradu-
ates living in Ryan Place.  We commend you for your hard 

work and perseverance and wish you all the best!   

The wheels are s-l-o-w-l-y beginning to turn and Ryan 
Place (aka Triangle) Park is about to undergo transfor-
mation.  Park Improvement Chairman Kurt Nielsen and 
Resident Landscape Expert Bart Bradford have com-
mitted their talents to this new project at the intersec-
tion of Ryan Place Drive and 5th Avenue.  First on the 
agenda is a survey offered by John MacFarlane and a 
friend.  Next, the City and RPIA will consider the possi-
bility of our adopting the park. 

Currently, about a dozen people have signed onto the 
project.  In addition to those who “formally” volunteer to 
work on the park, residents who live around the park are 
encouraged to offer input.  At the top of the list for Tri-
angle Park are safety, security, low maintenance, crea-
tive use of the space, and beautification.   

The RPIA Board allocated funds for the revitalization of 
Triangle Park in 2009 following a recommendation from 
the Neighborhood Improvement Committee.  To get in-
volved with this project, contact Bart, Kurt, or Olivia 
Flynn.  

Park’sPark’sPark’sPark’s    
has has has has 

come!come!come!come!    
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Focus: 
 

Summer is Prime Crime Time 
Well, summer is right around the corner 
again!  What does that mean for Ryan 

Place?  Hot summer days, kids out of school, and, unfortu-
nately, more criminal activity.  Last year our summer months 
were not kind to us in terms of the number of burglaries in our 
neighborhood.  We need to begin to prepare now and stay pre-
pared all year long, so that we do not see a spike in this types 
of crime.   

Things to do:   

♦ Check all your door and window locks and make sure that 
they are operating effectively.   

♦ Check the lighting on your property and replace bulbs that 
are out.   

♦ Trim the bushes and trees to ensure that there are no hiding 
spots in your yard.   

♦ Make sure to keep blinds and curtains closed when you are 
away from home.   

♦ Keep garages and sheds closed and locked – even if you are 
working in the yard.   

♦ Don't leave lawn equipment sitting out in the yard or in the 
bed of a truck.   

♦ Communicate with your neighbors about ways to better se-
cure your block and things to watch out for.   

♦ Keep an eye on our alleys.   

♦ Call 911 – Call 911 – Call 911 when you see suspicious activ-
ity, people or vehicles in the area!   

That pretty much covers it!   

Burglaries of homes, vehicles, garages and sheds are very pre-
ventable and everyone needs to be on board to prevent 
them.  If we get lazy and create easy targets, we are inviting 
criminals to come back for more!  If we work together to stop 
crime, we will stop crime.  Also, Steve Fruscella is the Ryan 
Place Citizens on Patrol Captain.  He is currently recruiting and 
looking for Ryan Place residents to build our COP’s 
Team.  Please contact him and get involved!  Citizen on Patrol 
is not scary; it is an opportunity for you to become more edu-
cated about what to watch for and how to report it more effec-
tively!   

Thank you all for helping me to keep our neighborhood 
safe!  Remember:  be safe today and safer tomorrow. 

   

Joel Stary 

Neighborhood Patrol Officer  

B14 NPD2 

c: 817.944.1316 

o: 817.871.8885 
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Selling Your 
Home? 

Call Us First! 

 

Real Estate Services 
 

A DFW Elite Company 

�imia Long, Realtor 

817 909-7453 

Sandra Stimson, Realtor 

817 360-4418 

We Offer: 

Discounted Full Service 

Listings 

-Or- 

$500.00 Flat Fee Listings 

 

We Offer: 

Discounted Full Service 

Listings 

-Or- 

$500.00 Flat Fee Listings 

    Editor’s Note:  Steve Fruscella wins the award for the 
shortest column this edition:   

“If I were to write a note for the neighborhood this 
month, I would say to stay more alert than ever.  This 
summer could possibly be the worst for crime in several 
years -- statistics seem to be pointing that way.” 

TIPS FROM COP’s  
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YardYardYardYard----ofofofof----thethethethe----Month:           Month:           Month:           Month:           
2800 block of Ryan Avenue2800 block of Ryan Avenue2800 block of Ryan Avenue2800 block of Ryan Avenue    

 

 

 

 s i m p l i f y 

     organizing from the inside out    

 

 

 

 

 

   June Lake         817.921.3463 

space planning and design 

clutter containment 

 financial and tax data organization 

 paper management systems 

 

by Sharyn Peterson 

From Calloway’s Nursery 

Timely Tips for June and JulyGardeners 
Calloway’s Nursery is dedicated to educating young and old alike in being better stewards of our earth.  Our weekly Saturday 
clinics are designed to provide gardening information for adults.  Last summer, we offered several children’s clinics during the 
week and had a great response!  This summer we will offer the Callie’s Kids Summer Series on the first and third Wednesdays in 
June, July, and August at 9:30 am.  Kids will plant, color, learn, and explore plants and nature with one of our garden experts.  
Go to http://mytexasgarden.com for more details. 

Planting a butterfly garden is fun for all ages.  First, choose a location with plenty of sun and protection from strong winds.  Add a 
supply of dark rocks or mass of dark pebbles to collect the morning sun for the butterflies to rest and warm up.  Sink a container 
full of sand or gravel into the ground and keep it moist; this will serve as a resting spot for some to drink and to obtain minerals. 

Attracting butterflies to your garden is easy.  Select foliage plants as food for the larvae or caterpillar, and flowering plants to 
provide nectar for adults.  Butterflies are attracted by fragrance, flower-shape, and color.  They are mostly active in mid- and late 
summer, so you should make sure that you have lots of nectar-rich plants and flowers blooming by then.  If you plant large sec-
tions of flowers of the same color, it will make it easier for them to find your garden.  You should plant flowers that will bloom at 
different times of the year and ones that bloom even at different times of the day and night so that you will always have some-
thing in bloom to attract butterflies.  Our free clinic on June 12 at 10:15 am will go into more details about planting a Butterfly 
Garden. 

We will be hosting a free clinic in every store on Fall Vegetable Gardens on Saturday, July 3rd at 10:15 am. Get the scoop 
on Fall Gardening-Texas style!  Visit www.mytexasgarden.com for more gardening tips, information and to become a member of 
our Garden Club! Success in the garden made fun and easy at Calloway’s Nursery! 

(No name listing in RPIA Directory) 

This is the "quaint little cottage that could."  A small prop-
erty, it has been enhanced to its fullest potential.  Neat as 
a pin with shaped shrubs out front, flanked on both sides 
by antique rose bushes, and  fronted by colorful pansies 
and deep red begonias.  The porch welcomes with an ice 
cream table and two chairs with potted geranium and 
wreath above for pizazz.  Two large pots of fragrant rose-
mary waft the air as you ascend the front steps.  



 

 

June / July, 2010— page 11 

to the  

Neighborhood! 

LANDSCAPE COMPANY OF THE RYAN PLACE GATES   JOHN FILAROWICZ  ⋆  RYAN PLACE RESIDENT TEXAS A&M HORTICULTURIST, LI 10871 

Was it only last month when the temperature did not ex-
ceed 90 degrees?  I have a pretty short memory when I 
get dew-y just walking from the parking lot into the gro-
cery store.  Even though I’ve been in Fort Worth for four 
years now, I am still surprised by the breathtaking 
(literally) heat.  Perhaps my short memory span is a 
blessing in disguise -- I don’t remember the disagreeable 
weather from last summer! 

Take a minute and welcome Evan and Lisa Fowler to 
Ryan Place.  The Fowler’s recently moved here to make 
their home on Willing Avenue.  We are so pleased to have 
them here and look forward to meeting them at one of 
the upcoming RPIA events. 

The arrival of summer means lots of activities in Ryan 
Place.  Be sure to watch or participate in the July 4th Pa-
rade and Ryan-Run; let your flag fly on Flag Day (June 
14); and celebrate your dad on Father’s Day (June 20).  
Blessings to all the fathers in the neighborhood! 

If you are a new resident and/or would like to be 
“officially” welcomed to the neighborhood in this column, 
please e-mail me at: junelake.rpia@gmail.com and let me 
know you’re here.   

to Ben and his team for all their hard work. 

Improvements throughout the neighborhood continue.  Walk, 
bike, or ride by Daggett Park, the College Ave. gates at Eliza-
beth Blvd., the 8th Ave gates, and Triangle Park when you 
have a chance.  Kurt Nielson and his crew have improved the 
appearance of Daggett Park with landscaping and a beautiful 
new fence.  The gates at College Ave and 8th Ave. are a sight 
to see with color by day and lights by night.  Triangle Park is 
at the “before” stage and is next on the list for an overhaul.  
This initiative will be led by Kurt Nielson, Bart Bradford, and 
Olivia Flynn along with an energetic group that is ready to get 
started. 

The Streets and Traffic Committee obtained approval from City 
Council in May to have an engineering firm engaged to help 
with the design of the traffic calming projects.  The Design 
Committee will work with the public art officials and the engi-
neering firms to develop plans to ensure that each project is 
an asset aesthetically and will improve safety for our children, 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists.  A construction timeline 
is currently being developed by the City.  In addition, the 
Streets and Traffic Committee has written commitments from 
the City to reconstruct many streets within the neighborhood 
that are in dire need of immediate attention.  The estimated 
cost of these street repairs is approximately $1.2 million that 
will be invested in Ryan Place.   

On behalf of the Ryan Place Improvement Association Board of 
Directors, have a nice summer and we’ll see you at the pa-
rade! 

         John Kline 

         President, RPIA 

(Continued from page 1)   
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Editor’s note:  Mr. Ebert (aka the Croquet Czar) has 
been planning, coordinating, watering, weeding, and 
mowing in preparation for the 25th Annual Ryan Place 

Croquet Tournament.  He asked Mr. King to address a topic that was 
great interest to the neighborhood — a topic with impact and impli-
cations beyond the narrow interest of a few folks.  Maybe he didn’t 
make his assignment very clear or there is hidden meaning in the 
following.  You be the judge. 

Dear Chris,  

Since College Avenue is the highest part of Ryan Place, and since 
some of Ryan Place’s crustiest residents live up here, it follows that 
we as the Upper Crust owe you Lowlanders a report on the status of 
our street. 

You probably remember that there was some discussion last year 
regarding the width of our street and the future of the parkway trees 
as the street rebuilding project was contemplated.  As of this date, 
the trees are in good shape.  That topic of discussion has been re-
placed with the status of the street itself. 

First the facts.  (1) The old paving has been removed.  The west half 
of the street has been paved with concrete.  The east half of the 
street has been excavated and is about a foot lower than the con-
crete.  (2) The City has terminated the contract and contacted the 
Performance Bond Surety, which means that there has been no work 
on the street recently.  (3) The east half of the street is only muddy 
after it rains. 

The Upper Crust (see above) is cheerful.  There has been talk of the 
following:  (a) Selling our mud to British Petroleum to use for plug-
ging the runaway well in the Gulf, as well as asking BP to take over 
our paving project.  (b) Leasing our mud track to Ford Motor Co. for 
use in making TV commercials for Ford-Tough trucks.  (c) Converting 
the deep trenches on the west side of the street into either Urban 
Fishing Sites or miniature landfills for small bags of trash.  (d) Mak-
ing a Linear Park (see Paving College Avenue:  An Adventure Story). 

On the serious side, we do need to watch for fast automobile traffic, 
an inevitable consequence of smooth paving, as the parents on the 
way to Daggett Elementary, as well as our own local teenagers, have 
discovered.  And we need to be sure that the work on College Ave-
nue is well-coordinated with any future work on Capps St. – the por-
tion of College Ave. south of Capps being several feet narrower than 
that north of Capps, and Capps St. itself being less than half as wide 
as the portion of College now being paved.  We also need to be 
aware of the dangers presented by the deep trenches (the City has 
responded promptly and appropriately by placing tall traffic cones 
beside each driveway cut, for which we are grateful) and by the 
sharp drop off from concrete to dirt/mud.  Some of the west-side 
residents have welcomed the east-side residents to place their trash 
containers on the west side to facilitate City garbage pickup. 

        Sincerely yours, 

        Ross King 
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Christopher Ebert 

A Report from                     
Upper Ryan Place    

Paving College Avenue:  An Adventure Story 

Chapter 1.  Setting:  The street in 2009

 

Chapter 2.  Action:  In 2010, the contractor removes the old 
paving and pours concrete on the west half of the street.   

Chapter 3.  Conflict:  The City cancels the agreement with the 
contractor, leaving 18’ of concrete and 18’ of dirt. 

 

Chapter 4.  Resolution:  The residents convert the east portion 
of the old street into an 18’ wide linear park. 



 

 

Free 

Market Analysis 

What is your home worth? Do you want to know how 
much are homes in your neighborhood selling for? Sign 
up on my website for a free, no obligation market analy-

sis 

www.sellmyhistorichome.com 
Lori Gallagher 

The Helen Painter Group, Realtors 

817.475.5117 Cell 

Ryan Place Events 

URGENT CALL TO ACTION! 
Editorial by Mariann Taccia 

Gone are the carefree days of events such as the Garden Party 
and Children’s Pageant held on Elizabeth Boulevard in 1917 
(page 4).  And gone are the days of events on our neighborhood 
streets — unless we pay for permits and liability insurance.  Last 
month the City of Fort Worth presented the City Council with a 
proposed Special Events ordinance prepared by a Council ap-
pointed Special Events Advisory committee that reportedly 
worked on it for over a year.  The City has posted the proposed 
Special Event Ordinance for public review and the public may 
submit feedback on their website.  During the May RPIA meet-
ing, Councilman Burns spoke about the ordinance and assured 
us that the ordinance would not be approved as it was currently 
written because the Advisory committee members would con-
sider changes based on feedback from residents and neighbor-
hoods.  He also stated that he would request that the current 
approval timeline be postponed; his request was approved and it 
has been postponed by one month. 

Depending on what is changed in the proposed ordinance, or if it 
is changed, our events will likely be affected. Below are some of 
the currently proposed Special Event regulations and require-
ments that would govern neighborhood events: 

•Application and Permit Fees.—Fee amounts will not been made 

public until October, after the ordinance is approved. 

•No structures, including barbeque grills, tents, or picnic tables 

will be allowed in the public right-of-way (streets, sidewalk, or 
parkway).—This is governed by Fire Safety requirements. 

•No admission fees may be charged.—This will prevent us from 

raising neighborhood improvement funds at events. 

•An applicant must provide a Certificate of Commercial General 

Liability Insurance, listing the City of Fort Worth as an additional 
named insured, in the amounts prescribed by the Risk Manager 
or designee. 

•Residents will not be allowed to bring alcoholic beverages, but 

may purchase/obtain them from an authorized vendor at the 
event. 

•An applicant for an Event permit at which alcohol is to be sold 

must provide a Certificate of Insurance in the amount of 
$1,000,000 as liquor liability insurance (in addition to the previ-
ous requirement). 

Ryan Place has many annual events and in 2009, we were rec-
ognized nationally with a 3rd Place Award, based on our social 
events.  We must not allow new legislation to deprive us of our 
traditions because of their restrictive nature or prohibitive fees.  
If we are to continue to have neighborhood social events, we 
must act now.  Let our City leaders know that they are destroy-
ing the quality of life in the City’s neighborhoods.  Write to the 
City Council members at City Hall and attend the scheduled pub-
lic hearings. 

Ryan Place resident's voices were heard against gas drilling 
when it threatened the quality of life in our neighborhood.  Con-
tinue to support Ryan Place quality of life!  YOUR voice is 
needed against the proposed Neighborhood Event restrictions.   

Write to Mayor Mike Moncrief  

and City Council Members! 

1000 Throckmorton St., Fort Worth, TX  

76102 
For further information, go to HistoricRyanPlace.org/

RPPSEO.org for links to all referenced City website pages and 
documents, and e-mail links to the City Council members. 

Special Events Advisory Committee            

Public Hearing 
Monday, June 7th, 6:30 p.m. 

3220 Botanic Garden Blvd., Botanic Garden Center Lecture Hall 

City Council Public Hearing 

Tuesday, June 15th, 10 a.m. 
Council Chamber, City Hall, 1000 Throckmorton St. 
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Flexible hours     mattelec@yahoo.com 

817-927-8308     Cell:  817-584-7731 

Repairs  Installations 

 Post lights    Security lighting 

DO IT NOW!! 

Send in your 

check to the RPIA 

Sustaining    

Membership Fund!   

“When it rains, pollutants are carried from streets, parking lots 
and our lawns directly into our local creeks by storm drains.  
Prevent water pollution by keeping all outdoor areas at your 
homes clean and free of pollution.” - http://
www.fortworthgov.org/water/info/default.aspx?id=5936  

This statement was taken from the City of Fort Worth’s Water 
website.  However, I want to tell you about another issue preva-
lent in Ryan Place.  While driving around the neighborhood, I see 
lawn maintenance companies and residents themselves blowing 
leaves and grass clippings into the street. Out of sight, out of 
mind, right? 

Blowing your yard waste into the street can cause many prob-
lems.  The extra debris can cause the inlet to become blocked, 
causing unnecessary flooding in the street.  Flooding can cause 
unsafe conditions for your fellow residents and can cause dam-
age to homes and cars.  The grass and leaves flow into the drain 
and then to a local creek.  Once that material is in the creek, it 
can clog the waterway, causing fish and other aquatic organisms 
to die.  It can also cause additional flooding concerns.  Also, 
once that biological material begins to decompose, it depletes 
the oxygen in the water, thus killing the aquatic organisms that 
utilize the creek. 

Please tell your lawn maintenance company to place the extra 
clippings and leaves in your green yard bin or to bag it up in-
stead of blowing it in the street.  If you are guilty of doing the 
same, please bag it up. 

         John MacFarlane 

Storm Water 
Drains 
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Real Estate 
Corner 

 
by Judy Holland 

 

 

1633 Park Place  7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

817-923-2282  Monday—Saturday 

Free 

List of Homes 

Looking for a home? Sign up on my website to be emailed 

a list of every home you might be interested in. No cost. 

No obligation.  

www.ftworthhomes.net  

Lori Gallagher 

The Helen Painter Group, Realtors 

817.475.5117 Cell 

 2729 Willing      $194,900     817-924-8358     2/1 

 2515 Willing      $239,000     817-923-7321     3/2+ 

 2817 Willing      $239,900     817-732-8400     3/2 

 2932 6th            $269,900     817-923-7321     2/2 

 2300 6th            $329,900     817-924-8358     4/2+ 

 2720 Willing      $350,000     817-228-0543     3/2+ 

 2418 5th            $399,000     817-632-9500     3/2+ 

 2844 6th            $415,000     972-724-9010     4/3 

 2425 S Adams  $499,000      817-732-8400     2/2+ 

 1111 Elizabeth $599,000       817-732-8400     4/3+ 

Shrimp on the barbie 

We recently had houseguests who were passing through Fort 
Worth on their way back to their home in Seattle.  He had been 
building an airport and a seaport in Iraq and she had been to visit 
their new grandbaby in Australia.  Just as she had gotten home, 
their son-in-law called and asked her to come back because her 
daughter had an emergency appendectomy as well as the new 
baby to care for so back she went to Australia a second 
time!  Finally she and her husband met up in San Antonio, he 
from Iraq, she from Australia, bought a new car, and headed back 
to Seattle.  She gave me a beautiful magazine her daughter had 
given her and I wondered why the recipes were for fall vegeta-
bles.  A Christmas party was pictured as a patio party with shrimp 
on the barbie and sleeveless dresses.  What if in July we had our 
winter tour of homes and cold winter weather!?! 

 

If you are having any type of construction done or you are 
doing the work yourself, be sure to check with the City about 
permits as new items have been added.  Listed on the City’s 
website under “Residential Building Permits” are: 

•Building, electrical, mechanical and plumbing permits are all 

required for new residential construction. 

•Changing, moving or repairing walls, floors, ceilings etc. 

requires a Building Permit. 

•Changing, moving or repairing electrical requires an Electri-

cal Permit. 

•Changing, moving or repairing mechanical requires a Me-

chanical Permit. 

•Changing, moving or repairing plumbing requires a Plumbing 

permit.  

City’s website page — fortworthgov.org/
planninganddevelopment/permits/  

City Building Permits 

About those baby animals — especially the 
squirrels:  Another Ryan Place resident has 
offered that baby animals are particularly 
vulnerable to ants, predators, etc. and if 
you find one, you may call her — ANY 
TIME — at 817-422-4710 — that you find 
any WILD (not domestic) animal that is 

injured or helpless.  Jane has access to rehab experts for 
all wild animals. 
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