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The general meeting of the Ryan Place Improvement Association was held in Mitchell Hall at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church on Monday evening, November 17, 2014, with President Terri West presiding and Mrs. Cindy 
Belknap as secretary. After enjoying a potluck dinner, a quorum was established and the meeting was called to 
order at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Board Members in Attendance – Terri West, President; Trey Eason, 2nd V.P.; Llisa Lewis, Treasurer; Cindy 
Belknap, Secretary; Stephanie Gutierrez, Parliamentarian; Katie Shumate, 5th Ave. St. Director; Jennifer Renta, 
6th Ave. Alternate St. Director; John Belknap, 8th/James/Stanley Ave. Alternate St. Director; Rita Ramirez, 
Alston/Lipscomb/Page Sts. St. Director; Patricia Polenz, College Ave./Cantey St. St. Director; Kurt Nielsen, 
Elizabeth Blvd. St. Director; Ben Gaffield, Ryan Ave. St. Director; Ruth Karbach, Ryan Place Dr. St. Director; 
Diane Zemkoski, South Adams St. Director; Chris Gee, 5th Ave. Alternate St. Director; Donna Darner, Elizabeth 
Blvd. Alternate St. Director. 
 
NPO Report – Neighborhood Patrol Officer Sergio Guadarrama reminded all to not confront perpetrators or 
suspects because it is not worth risking your safety. Always call in suspicious behavior and paint the picture. 
Ex. What is the person doing? Looking in cars, houses, etc. Profile suspicious behavior, not people. 
 
Geophysical Survey – Mr. Terry Sustaire, V.P. of Nicholson Services, Inc., is working with XTO Energy to 
conduct a 3D geophysical survey of a 15 square mile area that roughly encompasses the Will Rogers area, to 
just east of I-30, to just west of University Dr., to I-20. Mr. Sustaire showed the equipment his company will 
place in alleyways, with the help of local groups such as the Boy Scouts, throughout this area. The boxes will 
collect data used to determine the geological formations underground. This data which will be given to XTO will 
indicate why some wells are working better than others and where further drilling should occur, if at all. 
Permission is needed from residents to place these boxes in the resident’s alleyway. Data collection is 
expected to begin in February 2015 for a 5 week period.  
 
Blue Zones Project – Ms. Brandy O’Quinn and Ricky Cotto gave a brief description of the Blue Zones Project 
which is a community wide well-being initiative designed to help people in Fort Worth live longer, better lives by 
building environmental and social networks. Ex. Are sidewalks available for kids to walk to school? The project 
will require policy changes throughout the city. As well-being goes up, absenteeism goes down and the cost of 
healthcare decreases. Ryan Place is part of the deep south zone.  
 
Ewell Auto Project – Mr. Trey Neville, V.P.at Transwestern who owns the old Ewell Automotive site on Berry St. 
just west of Cleburne Rd. presented his plans for two new buildings on that site. The plan calls for two story, 
mixed use (retail and office, possibly a restaurant) buildings with green space to help with storm water drainage. 
Estimated ground breaking date is February 2015 with completion this summer. Mr. Neville provided elevation 
views of the building plans. 
 
Bag Ban – Mr. John McFarlane who serves on the executive committee of the Fort Worth Greater Sierra Club 
informed meeting attendees of the Club’s recent initiative to reduce the use of single use bags in Fort Worth. In 
his presentation Mr. McFarlane noted that Fort Worth uses 650,000 plastic bags per day, and the city does not 
recycle these bags. They blow away and cause litter in trees, rivers, coasts, which then harmfully affect 
organisms. The Club is talking to neighborhoods and businesses and seeking partners to sign an open letter to 
City Council to pass an ordinance to reduce the use of single use bags. Mr. McFarlane reminded everyone to 
take re-useable bags when you shop.  
 
State of the Neighborhood Address – Five months ago 1st V.P. West stepped up as President of RPIA when 
former President Leann Kline moved to Florida. President West expressed appreciation for the opportunity to 
serve the neighborhood and gave thanks to the Board, Joan Kline, Bart Bradford, and Andy Taft. She 
proceeded to summarize the year of 2014 in Ryan Place: 
 

1. Accomplishments: Launch of a new Ryan Place website; adoption of new RPIA bylaws; creation of a 
draft RPIA policies and procedures document; representation on the League of Neighborhoods; 
inclusion in the new Near Southside Neighborhood Alliance; residents of Ryan Place organized and 
held several BBQ parties and wine parties; held the inaugural 4th of July Softball Game between 
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Fairmount and Ryan Place (a million thanks to Bernie Scheffler and Fairmount); residents enjoyed once 
again the Easter Egg Hunt, Swim Party, Boo on the Boulevard, and Chili Eating/Street Dance Party. 
 

2. Tasks at Hand: 
a. Street Repairs and Sidewalks – Street repairs continue, and with some of the repairs the City 

offered free sidewalks. In a previous meeting the RPIA Board moved to always accept money for 
sidewalks when made available. The 2600-2700 blocks of Ryan Ave. has a new street and 
sidewalk installation is in progress; the 2600-2700 blocks of Ryan Place Dr. will have sidewalks on 
the west side, but not on the east side; the 2300 block of Ryan Place Dr. did not get sidewalks 
because the neighbors of that block petitioned against them; Lowden is a work in progress. 
President West has a personal goal to get Bowie St. reconstructed, though it is not currently in a 
bond package. All street repair and sidewalk installation information is available on the City web 
site. 
 

b. Elizabeth Blvd. Circles – First plantings died because of bad soil; second plantings died because of 
drainage issue. Dottie Woodson met with the City and Ryan Place representatives and proposed a 
plan. The City’s plan calls for not only Ms. Woodson’s plan but also the installation of bilge pumps 
which Ryan Place as a neighborhood would be responsible for pumping. Councilwoman Ann Zedah 
was contacted to intervene and have this work stopped. At a prior RPIA Board meeting, the Board 
moved to inform the City that we will not support bilge pumps. RPIA President West promised 
CCRP President Anissa Allen that the circles will look presentable for the CCRP home tour. 
 

c. RPIA Newsletter – A new editor is needed as current newsletter editor Kendal Blake is ready to 
pass the baton. 
 

d. Other – Continue working on the Policies and Procedures document; continue working on the Long 
Range Plan document; determine plans for the fire truck; encourage continued contributions to 
RPIA what with the new bylaws which eliminated the requirement for payment of dues; continue 
creation of an updated RP directory. 

 
Other – Mrs. Joan Kline was recognized as the longest resident of Ryan Place in attendance and received 
scones baked by Mrs. Lisa Estes. Raffle drawing results: Trey Eason won a $15 gift card to Chadra; Ben 
Gaffield won two tickets to the CCRP Home Tour; Anissa Allen won Stir Crazy Bakery cupcakes and coffee.  
 
RPIA Board of Directors Elections – Nominating Committee Chair Chris Gee opened the election process by 
thanking those who served on the Nominating Committee: Christina Elbitar, Chris Gee, Ruth Karbach, Tim 
Keith, and Diane Zemkoski.  Mr. Gee then announced the nominees (listed below) after which a call for 
nominations from the floor was made of which there were none. 
 

Nominees for RPIA Officers and Directors for 2015 - The number beside the position indicates the 

number of years the candidate will hold the position: 
President (2) - Cade Lovelace 
Vice-President (1) - Chris Gee 
Secretary (1) - Cindy Belknap 
Treasurer (2) - Llisa Lewis 
Director of Communication (1) - Spencer Thompson 
Director of Membership (2) - Ruth Karbach 
Director of Historic Resource (2) - Donna Darner 
Director of Public Safety (1) - Bob Plentl 
Director of Infrastructure (1) - Terri West 
Director of Activities (2) - Brian Holland 

 
Joan Kline moved that we nominate by acclamation. Motion seconded by Carol King. Motion passed. 

 
Meeting attendees grouped by streets to elect Street Directors by caucus of each street per the bylaws. The 
following Street Directors were elected: 5th Avenue - Anne Menninger; 6th Avenue - Jennifer Renta; 
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8th/James/Stanley – open; Alston/Lipscomb/Page Streets - Rita Ramirez; College Avenue and Cantey Street - 
Patricia Polenz; Elizabeth Boulevard - Lisa Pena; Ryan Avenue - Ben Gaffield; Ryan Place Drive - Stephen 
Shupee; South Adams Street - Diane Zemkoski; Willing Avenue - Kris Savage. 
 
Incoming President Cade Lovelace congratulated the new Board of Directors and Street Directors. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cindy Belknap 
Secretary 


