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December 2017                         

On December 2 and 3, our neighborhood will welcome hundreds of visitors to five wonderful homes! This year's Annual     

Historic Preservation Fundraiser, Candlelight Christmas in Ryan Place, offers a mix of five cheery homes, all dressed 

up for Christmas! From a 1919 treasure designed by Wiley G. Clarkson, to two wonderful two -stories built in the 

1920s, to an adapted-for-modern-life 1940s charmer, to a mid-century traditional ranch home, lovingly restored to 

near-original condition—this year's Home Tour has something for everyone to admire and enjoy.  

 

It really is a magical time to be in Ryan Place! We look forward to the home tour every year. Residents get to experience the joy 

and magic of living in this neighborhood year round, but Candlelight Christmas weekend allows us to share that spirit with others 

that might be visiting for the first time. Please join us on December 2and 3rd for the most wonderful time of the year in Ryan 

Place!  

 

Tour Hours: Saturday, noon-9 pm; Sunday, noon-5 pm  

Tickets: $15 in advance, $20 on tour weekend 

Available online at RyanPlaceFortWorth.com (volunteer and earn a ticket!) 

Tickets also at The Butler’s Antiques on 8th Ave and Old Home Supply on College Ave 

Ticket Office/Brochure Pick Up: St. John’s Church on Page St at College Ave 

(Remember to stop by the youth-staffed St. John’s Tea Room for lunch or a snack!) 

 

If you’re curious about which homes will be featured check out the volunteer page. Just go to SignUpGenius.com and search for 

Candlelight Christmas. Please consider taking a short shift—we need all hands on deck for this big event. We’re grateful to all 

who help and visit our tour homes as proceeds fund Ryan Place events and improvements. Enjoy! 

 

****************** 

 

Candlelight Christmas in Ryan Place 

http://www.ryanplacefortworth.com/candlelight-tours 

Candles Up! 
We encourage residents in  

Ryan Place to get their lights up  

and yards decorated before the 

Home Tour begins! 

http://www.ryanplacefortworth.com/candlelight-tours
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The RYAN PLACE NEWSLETTER is delivered each month (except January and July) to every home in Ryan Place.  The  

NEWSLETTER is typically hung on your front door handle.  Delivery of the newsletters is a volunteer effort by Ryan Place 

residents. If you do not receive a newsletter, please contact any RPIA director so we may get you a copy.  

The NEWSLETTER is also posted online at www.ryanplacefortworth.com. 

Fort Worth Police Dept. 817-392-4222 

 (non-emergency)  

NPO 8 on Magnolia 817-871-8885 

  

Officer  

Sergio Guadarrama 817-944-1316 cell 

   817-392-3619 office 

 

Code Compliance   

Eric I. Muhammad  817-392-5093  

 

Code Blue / COPs Coordinator 

Calvin Clayton  817-392-3973 

 

Animal Control  817-994-4208 

 

Graffiti Abatement 817-212-2700 

 

Streetlight Outages 817-392-8100 

 

2017 RPIA Board of Directors 

Stay Connected 
 

 

▪ Copies of Newsletters and RPIA Meeting Minutes are posted on 

www.ryanplacefortworth.com 

▪ Sign up for Emails on www.ryanplacefortworth.com/stay-connected under 

Email Notices  

▪ Find us on Facebook by searching “Ryan Place Improvement Association” 
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In 1954, Goldie (Tripplehorn) Brooks organized a Christmas tour of 

three Ryan Place homes to raise funds for the Garden Department of 

the Woman’s Club of Fort Worth on Pennsylvania Avenue. The   

pilgrimage included two distinctive Wiley G. Clarkson-designed 

houses at 1216 Elizabeth and 2517 Ryan Place Drive and a mid-

century modern house at 2312 Ryan Place Drive. Docents from the 

neighborhood and the Woman’s Club of Fort Worth were recruited by 

Goldie Brooks; among them was a close friend, clubwoman, and  

creative whiz Willie Ruth Jagoda, the fourth owner of the Fifth    

Avenue home on the 2017 Candlelight Christmas in Ryan Place tour.  

The 1954 tour homes were decorated for Christmas using the latest 

trends but with an elegant twist.  

 

The accomplished Goldie Brooks attended the Chicago School of 

Design and was a professor of interior design at Stephens College for 

women before her marriage to tax attorney A. Edwin Brooks. The 

theme she chose was “A Children’s Christmas” inspired by her two 

young daughters. At the front door of the family’s Georgian Revival 

Home on Elizabeth Boulevard, guests were greeted by a large Santa 

Claus. In the entry hall, the children’s sugar plum Christmas tree was 

spray-painted gold and decorated with popcorn balls and fairies made 

from the new material Styrofoam.  Snowmen and a miniature Santa 

Claus figurine and mounted wise men made in Mexico were arranged 

at a child’s eye level. The central rooms downstairs were decorated in 

pink and cyclamen, colors made popular in the 1950s by the         

president’s wife Mamie Eisenhower. Antiques must have been     

scattered throughout the home since Goldie Brooks gave a talk     

entitled “Antiques Go with Everything.” 

 

The Tudor Revival home at 2517 Ryan Place Drive was originally the 

residence of the Wiley G. Clarkson family. Adeline (Parnell) and her 

attorney husband Ercel G. Aycock were proud of the family’s lineage 

which traced back to an American patriot who fought in the          

Revolutionary War. Eighteenth Century antique furnishings         

complimented the English-inspired home. The entry hall, living room, 

and dining rooms were filled with pink roses and carnations and gold-

sprayed magnolia leaves and holly. The fireplace was the focal point 

of a religious vignette with a Madonna painting hung above the    

mantel, on which boys choir figures rested. On the piano were white 

angel figurines.  Traditional Christmas green decorations decked the 

kitchen and breakfast room. The family had three older sons. 

The home at 2312 Ryan Place Drive of Naomi (Sweeney) Reed and 

Thomas J. Reed, president of the Braggs-Weaver Machinery       

Company, was built around 1949. Unusual jeweled ornaments in  

Williamsburg Blue hung on a small unsheared Christmas tree set on 

the piano. Native trees again were available after the war and        

rationing ended, and they were more popular in 1954 than the       

aluminum tree with a color wheel light introduced in 1950.            

Mrs. Reed’s color selection from the American Colonial period was 

part of a wave of nostalgia for the founding of the country. Maple 

furniture, fireplace bellows and other decorative items not useful to 

mid-century folks helped them feel a connection to these earlier   

idealized days.   

 

Submitted by Ruth Karbach, neighbor 

A 1954 Christmas Pilgrimage in Ryan Place 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    
 

 1 Ryan Place  

Holiday at  

Wine Haus 

2 
Candlelight 

Christmas Tour 

3 Candlelight 

Christmas Tour 
4 
 

5 6 
Trash 

7 8 
 

9 

10 11 

 

12Fairmount 

Festivus 

Hanukkah  

Begins 

13 

Trash 

14 
 

15 16 
 

17 

 

18 

 

19 
 

20 
Trash 

21  
Last Day for 

FWISD 

22 

 

23 

24 Christmas 

Eve       

New Year’s  

Eve           

25  
Christmas Day 

26  

Kwanzaa  

Begins 

27  28  

 

29  30 

31 
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Reserve Your Spot Now! 

2018 Ryan Place Newsletter 

mailto:rpianewsletter@yahoo.com
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