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INSIDE
RP May Financials

Croquet Tournament

Friday on the Green

FW Family Fun

RP Curb Design

Big Government or Local Control?

Fairmount Home Tour

Volunteers Needed

2017 RP Donations

Donation Form

Christopher Ebert’s Column

Wine Social

May Calendar of Events

CC the Gnome
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Newsletter layout by Jerry Sullivan

Important Numbers

The Ryan Place Newsletter is delivered each month except
July and January to every home in Ryan Place. It is typically
hung on your front door handle. Delivery of the newsletters
is a volunteer effort by Ryan Place residents. If you do not
receive a newsletter, please contact any RPIA director so
we may get you a copy.

Fort Worth Police Dept.

817-392-4222

(non-emergency)

NPO 8 on Magnolia

Officer Sergio L Guadarrama

817-944-1316 cell

817-392-3619 office

Code Compliance 817-932-3451
carmen.drake@forthworthtexas.gov

Code Blue / COPs Coordinator

Calvin Clayton 817-392-3973

Animal Control 817-994-4208

Graffiti Abatement 817-212-2700

Streetlight Outages 817-392-8100

Officer Travis Menchaca

817-392-6339

Deadlines and Distribution Dates
Month Copy Deadline Distribution

June May 19 June 03-04
August July 21 August 05-06
September August 18 September 02-03
October September 22 October 07-08
November October 20 November 04-05
December November 17 December 02-03

Ryan Place Newsletter is posted online
www.ryanplacefortworth.com

Stay Connected
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Take a minute and write your check to sustain our
neighborhood events, programs, and improve-
ments. Mail your contribution to RPIA at P.O. Box
11122, Fort Worth, TX 76110.

We appreciate your support !

WE NEED YOUR DONATIONS
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MAYFEST
May 4 – 7, 2017

Family festival featuring food, arts, crafts and live performances
held on the banks of the Trinity River.
More Info? www.mayfest.org

FRONTIER FORTS DAY
May 12 – 13, 2017

During this free, two-day heritage event, the Stockyards National
Historic District is transformed into an authentic representation
of Texas frontier life.
More info? www.stockyardsstation.com

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
May 14, 2017

Celebrate with your mom at the Fort Worth Zoo this Mother’s Day

with a delightful brunch at 10 a.m. or 1 p.m.

Brunch includes a buffet meal, animal meet-and-greet,

personalized animal adoption and Zoo tickets.

More Info? www.fortworthzoo.org

Submitted by Claire Browning, neighbor

Looking for some more

Fort Worth family fun this May?
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Ryan Place Curb Design

There are a few unique icons that identify the Ryan Place neighborhood as soon as you drive into our
community: the historic stone gates on the North end of the neighborhood, the sidewalks and parkway trees,
the distinctive streetlights that were paid for through years of neighborhood Candlelight Christmas home
tours and donations, and the hitching posts scattered around the neighborhood marking a time when horses
and cars shared city streets. Our street signs are topped with the name of our neighborhood and an image of
our gates telling everyone that they are in Ryan Place. Recently, the RPIA Board of Directors tossed around
another idea to unify and differentiate Ryan Place: a neighborhood curb design for painted house numbers.

I contacted the company responsible for painting the curb design for the Fairmount neighborhood and asked
the owner, Ryan Campbell, to present some ideas at the RPIA General Neighborhood meeting. Neighbors
voted on the designs during the March BBQ, and the final selection is shown below. A few RP curbs are
already sporting the new design – be sure to check them out as you drive by.

The new RP curb number design can be ordered online at, www.curbdetail.com or by calling or texting Ryan at
682-551-4640. The painting is a 3 stage process which requires the paint to dry each time before the next
layer is applied, which can take up to 24 hours. The cost is $35, which includes two curbs and any additional
spots you would like such as a step or sidewalk entry.

Submitted by Donna Darner, RPIA Direct of Historic Resources
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Representative Gary Elkins (Houston) has introduced legislation that proposes to reduce local authority of historic
preservation programs in Texas. The bill would affect all local city historic designation programs by creating state government-
level historic criteria, which downplays architectural significance as a factor. The bill also proposes a super majority approval
vote by city zoning boards, rather than a simple majority, and sets an unrealistic timeframe for city reviews, including
demolition requests. Many other parts of the bill are also not helpful to advance the protection and recognition of local
historic structures across the State.
Local City of Fort Worth codes for historic preservation have been important tools for our city, and this bill could essentially
eliminate local designation. Texas municipalities should retain the right to make local decisions about management of historic
designations and what properties and areas are worthy of designation. Please contact your local House representatives to
voice your concern on HB 3418 online or by phone: www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/Zip.aspx

Texas State House District 90--Representative Ramon Romero, Jr.
Phone: (817) 924-1997

Texas State House District 95--Representative Nicole Collier
Phone: (817) 332-1180

Texas State House District 97--Representative Craig Goldman
Phone: (817) 920-5912

Submitted by Donna Darner, RPIA Direct of Historic Resources

“Big Government” or Local Control?
Texas House of Representatives Bill HB 3418
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What Comes Around - Goes Around

“Bluebonnet Circle, constructed around 1929, was the only enduring result of the emphasis on traffic circles
in the Bartholomew & Associates street plan, presented to the City Plan Commission in 1927. The area
around the Circle was not developed until after 1950, which accounts for its post-war, strip-retail character.
The park at the center of the Circle, designed by the Kansas City landscape architecture firm of Hare & Hare,
was completed in 1951 and still retains much of its integrity.”

As an introduction, the above quotation is from the City of Fort Worth’s web page about the Bluebonnet
Circle. It doesn’t tell Bluebonnet Circle’s impact on peoples’ lives in South Fort Worth.  Yes, the impact of
good memories growing up in the late 50’s and early 60’s. In 1955, my family moved to the South Hills
neighborhood near the southern end of Stadium Drive. This, even though my mother told my father she
wouldn’t live further south than the railroad trestle on Trail Lake Drive. We spent many hours in the family
car traveling back and forth on University Drive. (I learned today that a local Fort Worth architect holds the
unofficial record of the most consecutive orbits of Bluebonnet Circle – 30!)

When I became old enough to drive a car, my Great Aunt Maude said everywhere I drove her we went
around Bluebonnet Circle. She wasn’t usually happy about it, but she was right, we nearly always did.

From Paschal when the final bell rang at 3:40, my fellow South Hill’s residents and I would run out to catch
the Fort Worth Transit Bus Company’s at 3:43, “Berry Street Shuttle” to take us quickly to the circle in time to
pop into the Bakery for a quick snack while waiting for the “TCU - University Drive” bus and a 10 minute ride
south to the end of the line.

I remember my father driving up to the 7-Eleven where an attendant would pop out to your car, take your
order, and quickly bring back your milk or ice cream. Years later the building became the Fish Monger
restaurant. Fried Catfish and with a Blue Grass Combo (including a Wash Board virtuoso) on the weekends.

The eastern side of the circle was the home of Caro’s Mexican Restaurant with their specialty, “Puffy”
Tostados with a side of guacamole! The Oui Lounge was an adults only watering hole popular with legal-aged
TCU students and their thirsty neighbors.

One late night on the way home after a friend’s bachelor party, our designated driver taught us how to drive
across the circle instead of around. Seems you had to steer a little bit left to miss the more mature vegetation
and the mound in the center in which is buried a time capsule part of Fort Worth’s 1976 US Bi-Centennial
Year celebration.

During a less dangerous celebration, we had a progressive dinner party on the circle: Cocktails at the Oui,
Appetizers at Caro’s, Cat Fish at Fish Monger, and on around and around. Bluebonnet Circle’s many
opportunities almost make you dizzy!

Submitted by Chris Ebert, neighbor
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May 2017
M T W T F S S

1

 May Day

2 3

Trash Pick Up

4 5

Cinco de Mayo

6

 VOTE

RPIA Crawfish Boil

7

8 9 10

Trash Pick Up

11 12

Wine Social (7PM)

13 14

Mother’s Day

15

RPIA General Meet-
ing (7PM @ St

John’s)

16 17

Trash Pick Up

18 19 20 21

22 23 24

Trash Pick Up

25 26 27

Ramadan Starts

28

Big Trash

29 Memorial Day
Croquet Tournament

(10AM)
Big Trash

30

Big Trash

31 Big Trash

Trash Pick Up



May 2017 - Page 16


