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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Ryan Place Residents,

I hope this letter finds you well and 
you are enjoying the beautiful spring 
weather! A far cry from what we 
had just a couple of months ago! 
Things are starting to open up as we 
cautiously come out of the pandemic 
and more folks get the vaccine … 
and Ryan Place is no different!

Last month the board approved a 
gathering at Daggett Park for May 
1. This event typically is a fundraiser 
of sorts for the neighborhood and 
coincides with voting day for local 
elections. We normally serve food 
at this event but this year we will 
abstain just to be extra safe. We 
will be providing entertainment, 
the Kona Ice truck for the kids, 
and “Lightning” may make an 
appearance as well. Lightning has 
been in the stable since our last party 
in 2019, but I’m sure he is ready to 
giddyup! The fantastic band the 
“Basement Apes” will play a few 
sets between 4-7 p.m. Since this is 
a fundraiser for the neighborhood, 
we have partnered with SportsWear 
Graphics to produce Ryan Place 
T-shirts for adults and kids. Hats 

will be available as well. A portion 
of the proceeds will go back into 
the neighborhood. Each shirt will 
have a 2021 designation and we 
hope to make this a yearly event. 
There will be a link for ordering on 
Facebook and we will also send it 
out by Constant Contact. (If you are 
not on Constant Contact, please visit 
the Ryan Place website to sign up.) 
You will need to order a T-shirt or 
hat by Sunday, April 25, at midnight. 
SportsWear Graphics will email you 
when orders are ready to be picked 
up, otherwise you can pick up at the 
park on May 1. 

All future events are being evaluated 
right now, but we are planning on 
moving ahead with the July Fourth 
parade. The Fairmount softball game 
will be postponed for one more year.   

FYI – Mentioning this again! 
In case you weren’t aware, the 
neighborhood owns a 1932 fire truck 
that for years made appearances in 
the July Fourth parade and other 
events. We recently had it restored 
to a functional state and would like 
to use it for neighborhood events 
again.  However, we need to find a  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

APR 1
April Fool's Day

2
Good Friday

3

4
Easter

5 6 7 8
Holocaust Re-
membrance Day

9 10

11 12
Ramadan (start)

13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22
Earth Day

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30
Arbor Day

No RPIA Board meetings are held in July or December WATCH OUR FB PAGE AND YOUR EMAIL FOR CONSTANT CONTACT UPDATES.  STAY SAFE and  STAY 
HEALTHY.

place to store it within a few miles of the neighborhood. 
Ideally, we would like to find a place for it in Ryan Place. 
This truck is about the same size of a Ford F250 longbed 
pickup. If you think you have an area that might work 
please get in touch with me. 

Remember to come out and vote on May 1 at Daggett 
Elementary, then make your way over to the park wearing 
your official Ryan Place T-shirt or hat, and bring a pop-up 
tent or blanket, listen to the Basement Apes, bring your 
favorite beverages or snacks, and grab a Kona ICE and 
hang out with your neighbors!

Tim Keith 
President, RPIA

The Ryan Place Newsletter is published  each month (excluding 
January and July) for residents in Ryan Place. The newsletter is 
delivered to our homes through the volunteer efforts of Ryan Place 
residents. 

The newsletter also appears online at  
ryanplacefortworth.com/newsletters .

Jennifer Lovelace
Board, Ryan Place Christmas Tour

&
William Cade Lovelace    

Former President 
Ryan Place Improvement Association 

  Family. Business. Estate. 
1601 8th Avenue  

Fort Worth, Texas 76104
817.953.9656
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FUNDRAISER ORDER FORM
   THE RYAN PLACE FIRE TRUCK        

     NEEDS YOU! 
Did you know Ryan Place owns an antique firetruck?  

Well, we do! It has been repaired and restored recently 

at significant cost, but we need neighbors’ help to keep it. 

We need: 

• A place to store it within a couple miles of Ryan Place. It must be secure and 
climate-controlled. 

• Trained volunteers to drive it regularly to keep the engine in good working order. 

• Funding for long-term storage, maintenance and additional restoration. 

How can you help? 

• Help us find a storage space! 

• Donate to the Firetruck Fund! 

• Organize a fundraiser for the Firetruck! 

! Historically, the firetruck was the star of the annual 4th of July parade, 
 and that would be wonderful to get back to! 

! We can also use the firetruck during the Candlelight Christmas in Ryan Place Home 
Tour! 

! We can get creative for other uses- photo ops/ events/ you name it! 

If you can be of any assistance or want to share any great ideas,  

please contact a Board member. 

$25.00 $25.00 $25.00 $20.00

Ryan Place Improvement Association Neighborhood Fundraiser 2021

Show your support for and purchase these Ryan Place t-shirts and caps!

You can now purchase your items online in 3 easy steps:

1. Scan the QR code or go online to https://rpiamembership.itemorder.com
2. Choose your items and add them to your cart
3. Securely checkout with your credit card

Online Store Deadline: Sunday April 25th, 2021 (11:59pm CDT)

Outdoor Cap Garment
Washed Dad Cap

Richardson Adult Trucker
Adjustable Snapback

Bella + Canvas Unisex
Heather Cvc T-Shirt

Bella + Canvas Youth Short
Sleeve Tee

Questions?
Ted Settle
(817) 870-9900
ted@sportsweargraphics.com
http://www.sportsweargraphics.com/

This store is estimating to ship products by April 30th, 2021
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Facebook Group Policy Update

As many of you may have heard, over the last month, the Historic Ryan Place Neighborhood Facebook 

page has updated its policies on political posting. The Admins have decided that the page will no longer 

allow promotional posts in regards to any campaigns, even if they are simply intended to be informational. 

The goal behind this update is to ensure that the page remains a welcoming, insightful resource for 

neighborhood related services and conversations. 

Please note, the Facebook page is moderated by a group of independent Ryan Place residents, not the 

neighborhood Board of Directors.

Calling All Writers

Are you a faithful newsletter reader? Do you have an expertise you’d like to share? 

The RPIA is growing our newsletter team and developing a wider range of content. As such, we are looking 

for passionate neighbors who are interested in contributing to join our fantastic group of columnists. 

Whether you are a great writer or simply excited about sharing helpful tidbits with neighbors, we’d love to 

have you join. Your involvement level will be decided by you, enabling you to contribute as much or as little 

as your schedule allows.

If you’re interested, please send a message to RPIANEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM.

NEWS & NOTES

Remembering Neighbor Robert Ross King (1940-
2021) Carol King, Columnist

Robert Ross King died peacefully at home on 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021, holding the hand of his 

wife, Carol. Ross had had a series of strokes in recent 

years and died following a period of illness. 

Ross was born in Port Arthur, Texas, to Wilna and 

Jesse King on February 18, 1940. By becoming an 

organ builder, Ross succeeded in melding his early 

mechanical abilities and interest in electronics with 

his more gradually developing devotion to music. He 

prepared with music degrees from North Texas State 

University and Union Theological Seminary in New 

York City, and an apprenticeship with Otto Hofmann 

in Austin, Texas. 

In 1969, he moved his family to Fort Worth, and, in 

partnership with his wife as business manager, he 

began his own business. In 50 plus years, the firm 

built some 44 organs and maintained, serviced, 

and upgraded pipe organs throughout Texas and 

elsewhere. Ross participated in organizations for and 

wrote for publications of interest to the organ world 

and more recently formalized his vast knowledge of 

organ matters in his Handbook for Organists, Organ 

Committees, and Organ Builders. 

Ross loved nature, camping, museums, and his 

neighborhood. His friends valued his curiosity, 

his erudite conversation, and his wry humor. He 

was a proud progressive and cared deeply for 

our freedoms. Aware of his family’s immigration 

to America in 1656, he sought to share America’s 

welcome with others making the same transition. 

Ross loved his family. He is survived by his spouse, 

Carol Roland King; his three sons—David Barteld 

King (Patti Jeannette King), Michael Robert King 

(Melissa Gelman King), and Charles Edward Harrison 

FEATURE EDITORIALS
(Amy Elizabeth King); six grandchildren; two great-

grandchildren; his sister Martha King Brockway; 

nine nieces and nephews; and four cousins. He was 

preceded in death by his sister Marilyn Warren. 

Ross’ body has been donated to the University of 

North Texas Health Science Center. A memorial 

service is being planned that will feature one of his 

pipe organs. (Inquiries may be directed to Ross_

King_Co@yahoo.com.) 

The family suggests that any memorial donations 

be directed to either of the following: 

- Botanical Research Institute of Texas brit.org

1700 University Drive, Fort Worth TX 76107, for 

tribute in memory of Ross King

- American Institute of Organbuilders pipeorgan.

org

PO Box 1695, Grass Valley CA 95945, for Ross 

King Scholarship FundFEATURE EDITORIALS
Cubs the Cat 
Christopher Ebert, Senior 
Columnist

The following remembrance was 
written by our daughter, Elizabeth, 
about their family cat, “Cubs.” 
In 2009 Elizabeth and her family 
moved to London and Great 
Britain’s pet immigration issues 
made relocating cats to Texas 
the best choice. He and his good 
friend, Chucka, came to Ryan Place 
via an American Airlines flight out 
of LaGuardia Airport, New York 
City. As it turned out two cats from 
Brooklyn were a good match for 
Texas and Ryan Place. For six years 
we took care of Elizabeth’s family’s 
cats and the use of her Honda Pilot 

until about the time of “Brexit” 
when they left London for the 
enhanced opportunities of Texas.

Cubs was a very fine cat.

He came to us through a friend at 
the Brooklyn Ale House. I think the 
guy showed us a pic on his phone 
of this tiny black cat.  We needed 
a friend for Chucka, They became 
best friends.

Chucka mothered Cubs. Cubs 
loved it. 

He was all black except for a spot 
on his chest and maybe his boy 
parts.

When we got him the vet said “he’s 
a fine specimen, almost purebred.”

He was very athletic: He could 
jump from the ground to the 
roof at our cottage in Brooklyn.

He was extremely long with a 
lovely long tail. 

He once caught a bird in 
Brooklyn that had a hooked 
beak. 

He loved us unconditionally for 
20 years. (As long as you would 
give him pats as he passed by.) 

He loved the garden and being 
outside, even in the snow!

He will be missed. 

- Elizabeth James, 2020
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edwardjones.com

Start the year with a 
financial portfolio 
review.

Bruce C Border 
Financial Advisor

2453 Forest Park Boulevard 
Ft Worth, TX 76110 
817-926-8056
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AROUND FORT WORTH

A Bridge Completed

On April 2, we saw the completion of the White 
Settlement bridge. Originally scheduled to 
be finished in 2018, Fort Worth watched as 
construction issues and COVID caused three 
years worth of delays.

However, the bridge is finally open, connecting 
a number of businesses to Downtown. This 
opening brings both foot traffic and joy to 
restaurants like Angelo’s, who had been 
celebrating with $3 chopped beef sandwiches 
throughout the week of the opening.  It’s a 
major relief after restaurants like Little Germany 
Restaurant saw drops of 50 percent in their 
earnings as far back as 2015.

Finally, the path to downtown is open again.

 

Please visit us at www.teamcade.com 

DISHES
ENCORE

3811 Rutledge Street (at 3900 W. Vickery)
Fort Worth, TX 76107

www.dishesencore.com ◆ 817-744-8548

Ask About

FREE
SHIPPING!

G i ft s ,  D e c o r  &  D i n n e r w a r e

Steelite Craft

Early Voting Begins

In-person early voting for the Mayoral and 
City Council elections have begun. From now 
through April 27, you can skip the long lines 
typically found on May 1 and ensure that your 
voice is heard. Tarrantcounty.com provides 
information on locations, schedules and line 
waits.
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YOUR DOLLAR$ MAKE A DIFFERENCE RPIA MEMBERSHIP:
1. Select your level of donation:

        $35: Good Neighbor              $100: Builder         $200: Patron         Other

2. Submit payment via:         Check to RPIA         Credit Card (via RyanPlaceFortWorth.com)

3. A little bit about you*:  Name(s) : ____  _________ ________________________________________________   

Address:                                                                                          

Phone:                                                                                             

Email:                                                                                              

...and become a member. Your donation contributes to the well being of the neighborhood. Beautiful homes, 
excellent public and private schools, convenient access to better living amenities - this is what a better 
neighborhood is all about...and RYAN PLACE meets all the criteria. Ryan Place occupies a unique and superb 
place in the urban & residential landscape of Fort Worth - but we can’t remain that way without your help. 

Please use this form - or go online to this page:

https://www.ryanplacefortworth.com/donations/  ...and make your donation via credit card. 

 Any amount will do! Your funds enable these benefits to the neighborhood:

• BEAUTIFICATION and landscaping of entrances, etreets, and parks

• CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS in Ryan Place 

• EVENTS for families & children and Adult SOCIALS which include

• JULY 4th PARADE

• FIRE TRUCK RESTORATION**

• NEWSLETTER and WEBSITE with discussions of issues important to our neighborhood.

• PARKS and Infrastructure Improvements

• PROMOTION and PROTECTION of Historic Ryan Place

• WELCOME Program

• ...and much much more!

* Submitting this form will put your name in our directory, a secure, online listing of our residents.

**Notes a 1934 American LaFrance type 399 Pumper built on a GMC truck chassis. It’s been our very own 
for about 40 years! But it fell into some disrepair...We have been looking for parts and fabricating others to 
complete the restoration - which, after FOURTEEN (14) years is nearing completion! With your help and a little 
luck, it should be ready for NEXT years JULY 4th PARADE! PLease donate today!

Best method of CONTACT:

___ Text to phone ___ Email

___ Yes, you have my permission to show      
      my name & donation in the newsletter

Mail this donation form to 
Ryan Place Improvement Association (RPIA)
PO Box 11122
Fort Worth, TX 76110

2021 RPIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
POSITION NAME EMAIL PHONE
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President Tim Keith tkeith78@gmail.com 979.220.5932 (m)
Vice President Ryan Scharar rescharar@gmail.com 713.412.2180 (m)
Secretary Sarah Darley Geer srdarley@gmail.com 469.396.5467 (m)
Treasurer Jen O’Connell jennifer.a.oconnell@gmail.com 757.593.0330 (m)
Parliamentarian John Belknap
Membership, Director of Jake Neal jneal@hlfortworth.com 817.606.7820 (m)
Communication, Director of Eric Shulman eric@whitehoundco.com 240.506.0836 (m)
Activities, Director of Jeff Schroeder jeffschroeder43@gmail.com 469.900-5032 (m)
Historic Resources, Director of Chris Ebert cwebert@hotmail.com 817.319.2363 (m)
Public Safety, Director of Jason Jones jason.jones@wickphillips.com 817-797-2360
Infrastructure, Director of Douglas Cooper cooper.douglas15@gmail.com 817.291.1540
Co-Chair Home Tour Committee Cade Lovelace clovelace@lovelacelawpc.com 817.681.7692 (m)
Co-Chair Home Tour Committee Jennifer Lovelace 210.414.4277 (m)

ST
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R
S 5th Avenue Chris Gee chriswgee@hotmail.com 210-414-0199 (m)

6th Avenue Josh Gardner josh.gardner@sbcglobal.net 817.875.7407 (m)
8th/James/Stanley Joyce Davidson jdavidson@txwes.edu 817.320.4289 (m)
Alston/Lipscomb/Page - OPEN -
College/Cantey Kendall Wells jkwells430@yahoo.com 817.705.1606 (m)
Elizabeth Boulevard Chris Rogers rogers1411@gmail.com 817-941-0948

Ryan Avenue Hayley Wateska hbwateska@gmail.com 214.457.3367
Ryan Place Drive Ryan O’Connell ryan.j.oconnell@gmail.com 817-771-7313 (m)
South Adams Street Chrissy Van Dyck chrissy.a.forbes@gmail.com 817.676.5899
Willing Avenue Barbara Forshey b.forshey@sbcglobal.net 817-965-3922
Newsletter editor Abby Sehgal rpianewsletter@gmail.com

Chart updated 4/30/2020

Fort Worth Police Dept.  
(non-emergency)  
817-392-4222

NPO 8 on Magnolia  
817-871-8885

Officer Isiah Gardner  
817-944-1316 (cell) 
817-392-3619 (office)

Code Compliance  
Javier Mata 817-392-6339

Code Blue/Central Division 
Coordinator, Alison Golden 
817-392-3973

Animal Control 
817-994-4208

Graffiti Abatement 
817-212-2700

Streetlight Outages 
817-392-8100

IMPORTANT NUMBERS:

Want more news or information, about present and pending Ryan Place matters?  
You can see approved minutes from RYAN PLACE board meetings on our website: 

ryanplacefortworth.com

About our Ryan Place Newsletter
Newsletter deadlines dates are usually 
the 15th of the month - OR- the 3rd 
Friday of the month for both content 
and advertising inserts (or changes), 
with distribution intended for the first 
weekend of the following month.
The Newsletter is delivered each 
month (excluding January and July) 
to every home in Ryan Place. The 
newsletter is typically hung on your 
front door handle and is delivered 
through the volunteer efforts of Ryan 
Place residents. 

If you do not receive a newsletter, 
please contact any RPIA director for 
a copy. The newsletter is also posted 
online at ryanplacefortworth.com.
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